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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2014 

 

Chair:  Diana S 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present: David T, Seb, Bernice, Heather, Derek, Joyanna, Chris, Paul. 

1.  Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Minutes- Minutes from last week were circulated. 

3.   News from the Street: 

• A member expressed extreme concern regarding the lack of housing and supports for 
people after treatment to help maintain their sobriety, especially First Nations people. 
Another member suggested that from his experience doing casework that finding housing 
prior to the individual seeking treatment- i.e. going through the process backwards,  was 
most helpful as at each step of treatment if providers knew that housing and supports 
were in place the individual was more likely to prioritized and given a space in treatment, 
stabilization and detox. A general discussion of the need for ‘low income’ housing and 
the difficulties in making that happen ensued. 
 

• GVCEH is sponsoring two sessions featuring new members of the Speakers Bureau. 
These sessions are to inform agencies and other groups that there are people with 
experience of homelessness who are willing to share their stories to help make 
homelessness more real to promote understanding of the real impacts of homelessness on 
individuals. Sessions are April 23rd and 30th at noon in the public library meeting room. 
 

4. Business arising from last meeting: 

• Derek – Lots is happening at the Coalition including the Speakers’ Bureau presentations 
mentioned above. The Social Inclusion Advisory Committee (SIAC) next meeting is 
April 16th at 1pm in Cool Aid’s boardroom. The meeting is open to anyone with 
experience of homelessness. The topic will be formation of a sub-group of SIAC that will 
develop criteria for new housing developments for people who are homeless. What are 
the priorities for the street community for housing? What would they like to see happen 
in terms of housing? What would they like their involvement to be? 
 

• David T followed up with Ben Isitt on the St. Andrews school site proposed 
development. BOSA properties, the developer won’t commit to any rentals in the project. 
BOSA’s proposal for the site is going to public hearing however no date has been set. 
The Committee should comment on the proposal. We should prepare something and 
attend the hearing when it occurs. 
 

• Police presence at Our Place- Rebecca’s presentation on her research has been postponed 
until next week’s meeting at Silver Threads.  
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• The Stand and leafleting on April 5th went well. Members who attended commented that 
some people did not care to be stopped and offered a pamphlet, though all leaflets were 
given out. Stands will rotate to different locations. 

 

6. New Business/Announcements: 

• Joyanna mentioned an article on housing from YES magazine. It is being distributed with 
the minutes. 

• Next month’s Stand for Housing will be at Gateway office and in conjunction with 
ACPD to advocate for housing for people facing a range of challenges. Other stands may 
be held prior to this, details to follow. 

• The BC Non-Profit Housing Association is having a two day workshop Thursday and 
Friday at the Coast Harbourside Inn. Bernice will attend at least one workshop and report 
back to us. 
 

7.  Pass the Hat: $21.25 

        

8.   Next meeting- Wednesday April 16th, 7 pm at Silver Threads on Douglas Street.  

       Items for the agenda: 

• Rebecca’s presentation on police presence at Our Place. 


