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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

February 27, 2013 

Chair:  Rebecca G 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:  Alison, kym, David Tat, Renee, Tony, Rejean, Chris K, Mike, David T 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Code of Conduct- read aloud 

 3.  News from the Street: 

• Many youth on the street with little to do. 
• Man with a physical disability was unable to get assistance without a mental health or 

addictions diagnosis. Participants offered support and suggestions to seek out Action 
Committee of People with Disabilities or TAPS 

• New happenings at View Towers- All visitors are being asked to present ID after hours 
when office staff have left the building. A comprehensive sheet outlining penalties for 
tenants should their visitors not have ID has also been instituted. Evictions continue 
noticeably of those connected to or involved with illicit drug activity.  Police are 
allegedly involving themselves in matters with managers and rights of tenants, stepping 
over their boundaries. Bylaw officers and sheriffs are involved with tenancy rights and 
legal evictions, not police. Police are there for crimes, and IF a person is involved with 
police for illicit drug activity, are the police allowed to discuss with managers tenants 
details of their tenancy? Tenants are starting to feel like they live in a ‘mini-institution’. 

• Today’s T-C had an article on UVIC Poverty Law Club’s request for a coroner’s inquest 
into the 30+ deaths last summer of people who were homeless. Coroner investigating to 
see if there is basis for an inquest. 

• The Downtown Story Collective- a new group at Our Place along with the art group 
there.  A participant shared that they would like to  produce an anthology of participants’ 
poetry and art. 

4.  Business arising from last minutes: 

• Renee will design and produce a poster (to be done once a month) and leaflets (to be 
distributed weekly) advertising our meetings  

• Meeting with Murray Rankin went very well. People felt he heard our concerns, we hope 
he does something about them. 



 

2 
 

• Community consultation Pandora GNA- Three threads have emerged from the initial 
look at the data: 

1. Police presence in the block. Our Place is the safest place to be, but the police are 
there often 

2. Most people had not heard of the GNA 
3. Businesses and residents ‘look at them funny’, like they don’t belong 
4. Hopefully, an initial summary of the data/findings will be ready for next week’s     

meeting.  Taking the findings to a focus group, perhaps sponsored by TCEHV’s 
Experiential Group might be a good next step. The hope is that some action can 
be taken based on the results of the consultation. 
 

• THAW- kym is in the last stages of editing the film. Murray Rankin’s comments have 
been added to the trailer. Kym was interviewed by Simon Nattrass for Monday Mag-
really interesting with a possibility for two articles. The THAW blog is now up and 
running on TCEHV website. Please take part! 

• Joe Trasoloni has been rebooked for our March 13th meeting at Our Place. We need 
housing related questions as he is the new NDP Housing Critic and the election is coming 
May 14th!  Renee will do a new poster for this event. 

5.  New Business/Announcements: 

• Alison will attend City Council tomorrow evening to speak on behalf of VIPIRG’s CAP 
on Poverty initiative. 

• David T agreed to help formulate a question on the Committee’s behalf for the  All 
Candidates Meeting in the first week of  May.  

• GoldCorps has given $500,000 to UVIC’s Gustavson School of Business.  A discussion 
ensued around an action against this and then to other types of actions the Committee 
may wish to initiate or participate in. 

• An idea was put forward to hold a multi-faceted event in early May working with the 
Radical Health Alliance, Camas Books etc. to forward the issues of homelessness and 
criminalization of people in poverty that can include educational aspects, food, and a 
march to the legislature. We will discuss more next week. 

• Faith in Action- sponsoring ‘Stand up for Housing” actions/events- we may consider 
joining in at some point. 

• Meeting times- Our new regular meeting times to be posted on the website are: 
First, third, and fifth Wednesdays are at 7pm at Silver Threads. The fourth 
Wednesday of the month is 1:30pm at Our Place. The Experiential Group is held 
once a month at Our Place on a Friday morning from 10-11am.  

4.  Pass the Hat-  $42.97 
 
5.  Next meeting- Wednesday, March 6th, 7pm, Silver Threads 


