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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2013 

Chair:  Kym 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:   Hilary, Joyanna, Hannah, Heather, Diana S, Nate, David T, Colin, David Tat, Jason, 
Michelle, Julianna, Terry, Alison, John 

Guest: Murray Rankin, MP 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Code of Conduct- read aloud 

3.   News from the Street: 

• Eight deaths from Fentanyl were reported about three weeks ago, another two have been 
confirmed for a total of ten. This drug is very strong and users must be careful. Can easily 
OD even if you have Narcan. 

• Wildfire Bakery  ‘security’ jacked up someone sitting outside- saying there had been a 
complaint.  Bakery owner to be informed of this. 

• Songhees Security (hired by the Harbour Authority) allegedly assaulted someone near the 
inner harbor. 

• There continues to be a very high and ever increasing number of empty units at View 
Towers. Hannah has mentioned this issue to Henry Kamphoff at the CRD who is keeping 
track of lost rental units. He will follow up and ask questions of the management and try 
to find out exactly how many units are empty and what is happening at the Towers. 

• A GNA has been recently signed at View Towers as well. 
• One member related the deplorable conditions at 820 Fisgard and how they have 

impacted her tenancy there. This building is owned by police officers. It has had the 
reputation of being the worst rental building in town since at least 1986. 

• Reverend Al speaking this Sunday July 14th at Fairfield United Church at 10am. corner of 
Moss and Fairfield, all welcome! 
 

4.   Guest: Murray Rankin: 

Statement:  Is well aware there is a crisis in homelessness across Canada. Bill C-304 sponsored 
by Libby Davies (Vancouver) did not pass last session but has again been introduced as a private 
members bill (calling for a National Housing Strategy). Murray strongly supports this bill.  He is 
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on the Finance Committee and a report has recently identified income inequality as a major 
cause of poverty, housing and health problems in Canada.  Murray is along with his NDP 
colleagues, pushing hard through a new report, to show government tax havens and loopholes 
that if closed, would result in several billion dollars per year of taxes that would be available to 
fund social programs and supports. The government however, supports austerity and cuts, so this 
is a hard sell.   

On the local front, Murray is working to educate himself on the local aspects of these issues. He 
is working with Cool Aid to help their fundraising for housing, with Anawim House and with 
Henry Kamphoff at the CRD. Murray also mentioned that Joseph Arvay is returning to Victoria 
to work on legal aspects of social issues and that Josh Patterson has taken over as head of the BC 
Civil Liberties Association since David Eby was elected as an MLA. As BCCLA wants to 
become more visible in Victoria it may be helpful to let them know about the issues at View 
Towers and see what can be done as a class case. Murray is also strongly supportive of safe 
injection sites and safe consumption even though the current government has made it extremely 
difficult to open more services like Insite. 

Q&A: 

• CAEH National Report on Homelessness- didn’t make a ripple in Ottawa. It was a 
missed opportunity as it was released June 19th, just two days before the house rose for 
the summer break. Unfortunate timing. 

• One member spoke about  the ‘right to shelter’. Murray replied that this is being followed 
up by Cathy Boies Parker for a second round and that Joseph Arvay is returning to 
Victoria and may help with this and other issues. 

• Issue of fire and flood compensations came up. A member noted that people in Calgary 
and now Montreal were receiving supports quickly but that those who lost their homes in 
a Rockland fire were sent to sleep on mats at the Salvation Army. Murray will mention 
this issue to City officials he sees. 

• A member spoke to preparing a “Poverty Working Plan” toward a ‘Healthy Canada’ that 
it is important to get the business community to understand that it makes better economic 
sense and is in their interest to get people housed. Murray said he had lost faith in 
working with ‘big business’ and is now focusing on small businesses. The reason is that 
there are only small businesses here in Victoria. In Calgary, which has a great 
homelessness reduction plan, there are many head offices for big business and a better 
case can be made there for getting them to support affordable housing development. 

• What about tax reforms to support develop rental housing?  Murray said there is a private 
members bill in progress that supports rollover of tax exemption if the property continues 
to be used for rental housing, i.e. no property transfer tax. 
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• One member noted that in Mexico at the state level there is a program in which 
employers and employees pay matching amounts into a fund for the employee to 
purchase housing. What about here? Murray said he will check that out. 

• Why can’t we involved big business? Murray said he had lost faith in biggies such as 
Wal-Mart but conceded that there is “room at the margins” to perhaps work with middle 
managers at the local level to leverage some changes. 

• There is no holding facility for women on the island. Money is being spent to fly them to 
the mainland.  Murray was shocked to hear this. He does not support any more prisons in 
general, more creative solutions are needed. Aboriginal women are the largest growing 
portion of the prison population and the institution of mandatory sentences after a third 
conviction. Murray suggested that we invite someone from the Solicitor General’s 
office to speak to us about prisons and population growth issues. 

• Policing issues and the need to train police around use of excessive force was raised. The 
YouTube video of a homeless man in handcuffs being kicked in the face by police was 
discussed.  There are too many assaults by police. There is a huge need for affordable 
housing so people wouldn’t need to be hanging around outside. Need answers about 
View Towers as well. Murray asked who does the training and who instills the mindset 
for the use of force in young people who join the police force to help their community? 
The police are supposed to watch each other! Murray offered to ask Stan Low the 
police complaints officer to attend a Committee meeting. Alison will follow up and 
ask Stan to come for August meeting at Our Place. 

• We must tackle affordable housing! 
 

5. Business arising from last meeting: 

• A second Gathering on the Green (including food and a speaker’s corner booth) is will be 
held September 7th. A call out has gone to many groups to participate and help.  A 
working group including Alison, Trudy, kym, Heather, and Nate was formed. More later! 

• Bench removal on Pandora Green- Alison complained to the Conservatory folks who told 
her it was the City Parks people who removed the benches. Alison has followed up with 
Public Works and Parks and will be hearing from Parks shortly. 

• Pandora GNA- Susan attended a meeting of the group yesterday, but is ill today. She will 
report next week. 
 

5. New Business/Announcements: 

• Joyanna- Intrepid Theatre is doing some shorts called “From the Heart” at Wal-Mart 
fourth floor. Check it out! 

• Hannah’s going away BBQ- July 23rd at 5pm at Anawim House. All welcome! 
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• Invite people from View Towers to attend next week or a future meeting to discuss their 
concerns.  Someone to prepare a poster? 

• An observation that the cops passed people sitting on the Green this afternoon and didn’t 
arrest them!  Does depend on the day and time though- different every time. 

• Two people from the street community arrested outside just before our meeting today. 
Why? 

• An observation that  some media such as CBC are questioning behavior of RCMP at 
Surrey House where two people accused of potential Canada Day bombing were living. 
The questioning seems to be happening more often in mainstream media. 

• One member observed that we are “Presenting people with options, not forcing people to 
change”. 

• Rotating Chair for Committee meetings?  Alison brought forward the idea to have a 
rotating chair of a person with experience of homelessness to chair the meeting. The 
person could be offered a small honorarium, perhaps $5 to chair the meeting. We will 
discuss more next week.  

• Nate has agreed to chair next week’s meeting at Silver Threads. 
• A copy of Taking the Fall and Rising was donated to William Head prison. 

 

6.   Pass the hat- $13.75. 

 
7.  Next meeting- Wednesday July 17th, 7 pm at Silver Threads. 


