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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

August 14, 2013 

(REVISED) 

Chair:  Paul 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:   Joyanna, Tony, Alison, Sandra, Kym, Janet, Heather, Diana, John, Grace, Norm, 
Susan, David Tat, Tomi, Alan 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Code of Conduct- read aloud 

3.   News from the Street: 

• Police came into Our Place courtyard just prior to our meeting walking around saying 
“Hi” to people in the courtyard. Unusual behavior for them. 

• Woodwynn Farms Fundraiser (Saturday, August 24th from 1-5pm) somewhat up in the air 
as Central Saanich Council insists they need an event permit and currently the Farm does 
not have one. An article in today’s Times-Colonist outlines the story. Richard is awaiting 
a letter from Council regarding this issue. 
ACTION: Alison will write a letter to Central Saanich Council on the Committee’s 
behalf in support of Woodwynn Farm’s fundraiser. 

• There are still a number of concerns about Fentanyl and heroin on the street as well as 
alcohol. There are many health crises on the street and hard times experienced by many. 

• A new member had many questions about the Committee, its history and its efforts. 
“Why can’t we end homelessness when we can go to the moon?” A discussion took place 
about ending homelessness and how each individual needs to take some responsibility for 
a part in it. 

• Increasing inspections at View Towers. Now happening every 2-3weeks. Looking for 
cockroaches now as well as bedbugs. Never seem to know when the inspections will take 
place. Whole floors inspected each time. Seems to be a form of harassment for tenants. 

• Fire alarms also going off at View Towers at irregular hours. 
 

4. Business arising from last meeting: 

• Prisoner’s Justice Day- only a handful of attendees including Councilor Shellie 
Gudgeon. Miscommunication around the actual site of the gathering though in front of 
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Our Place seemed to be clear. A committee has been formed to prepare for next year. 
With feedback from some attendees at the Action Committee of People with Disabilities 
BBQ, the rally will not be held in front of Our Place as this is seen as a place to get food 
and is at odds with the tradition of fasting on Prisoner’s Justice Day.  

• Sandra-Presentation on her research on harm reduction practices in several cities 
across Canada. The City of Nanaimo seems to be doing particularly well in this regard 
and the RCMP is a partner in the process taking people who are under the influence of 
drugs to a safe site rather than arresting them. It is often the case in Victoria that people 
are arrested when under the influence of drugs and have their harm reduction supplies 
confiscated. VIHA clearly supports Nanaimo’s position of diverting people to safe sites, 
so why is it different here in Victoria? Ottawa has had needle exchange since the early 
1990s and Toronto has recently commissioned a Harm Reduction Task Force. A group 
called CAITI has recently released a Best Practices in Harm Reduction Report. A 
member noted the group Sensible BC- a coalition of people with lots of power are 
supporting legalization of marijuana. Perhaps this group might assist with putting forward 
a harm reduction agenda and CTEHV provide a place and forum for this to happen. 
ACTION: Alison will invite Philippe Lucas to a meeting to discuss his involvement with 
this group and how they may be able to assist us. 

• Alison received a reply from the CMA to her letter supporting their report and asking 
that Victoria to be a site for a pilot program on a guaranteed livable income. The CMA 
will be following up and letting us know what happens. 

• Gathering on the Green II- will be held September 7th-  1:30-3:30pm. Speakers’ Corner 
Booth (facilitated by kym, made by Anawim Society) will supported by camera people 
kym, Dave and Kirk along with volunteers to ensure folks feel safe to enter. There will be 
several tables, one for CTEHV, VIPIRG and a couple for other groups to use. John G will 
work with Our Place on this. Food will be provided by Food Not Bombs and CTEHV 
will purchase pasties from the Caribbean restaurant, drinks and some sweets (Trudy will 
assist Alison with this). Free fruit will be obtained from Root Cellar. Joyanna will follow 
up with grocery stores regarding donations. Several musicians are scheduled at half hour 
intervals from 1-3:30pm. We will help musicians as they arrive and inform any musicians 
who show up who are not on the list of our communication snafu.  We will work together 
to ensure all who wish can play. Thanks to Joyanna who did a great job organizing with 
limited information. If it rains heavily, the event will be cancelled. The poster was not 
circulated today due to miscommunication between two members.  Kym and Meaghan 
from VIPIRG are making one and may be able to get a sample out for members to check 
out.  If so, please reply asap. Tony, Kym, Susan, (additional help Henry) and Heather will 
help put up posters around town. 

• Pandora GNA group-Susan gave a short summary of the two groups who meet and her 
observations from the last meeting at Our Place, including that kym was invited to the 
GNA by the Conservatory of Music Director when they met three years ago and hir, 
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Dianna and Susan went to the first meeting).  The letter from a member of the group was 
discussed. This may be a hard group to influence. Next meeting August 20th , 9am at Our 
Place. Susan, Davit Tat and Grace will attend. 
 

5. New Business/Announcements: 

• Diana S- Article from the Times-Colonist of August 8th about a young man who took 
VIHA to small claims court regarding his inability to get a colonoscopy. He cited his 
charter rights to timely and adequate care as well as infringement of his rights to security 
of person among others. VIHA scheduled his procedure almost immediately upon receipt 
of the challenge. Diana wonders if this court process may be usefully taken up for other 
rights not properly supported by governments even though they have agreed to them. She 
will pursue information and training in this area for CTEHV. 

• International Overdose Awareness Day is Friday, August 30th. There will a 
Community Gathering from 11am-1pm and a vigil from 1-2pm on Pandora Green on that 
day. All are welcome. 

• Future Speakers: 
Stan Lowe- Police Complaints Commission- August 28th 
Henry Kamphoff- CRD Housing- tentatively booked for September 11/13. 
Updated information will be available next week. 
 

6.  Pass the Hat: $18.55 

7.   Next meeting- Wednesday 21st, 7 pm at Silver Threads. 


