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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2013 

Chair:  David Turner 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:  Alison, kym, David Tat, Renee, Tony, Jacob, Ed B, Rejean, Paul B, Vicki, another 
woman 

Guest: MP Murray Rankin 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2. Business arising from last minutes: 

• Renee has agreed to design and produce posters/leaflets advertising our meetings. 
Hannah will post at Our Place. Tony R has agreed to help with postering and may need 
others to help leaflet Monday to Wednesday mornings for the meeting held on the second 
Wednesday of the month and for the Experiential Group.  

• Community consultation Pandora GNA- Friday, February 15th.  50 interviews were 
conducted during the meal service from 3:30-4:30pm. Seb from VIPIRG asks that for 
next week’s meeting the Committee consider what future actions we may wish to take in 
relation to the GNA, would we like to do a focus group to follow up on the interviews 
and whether the Committee would like to work with the Radical Health Alliance going 
forward .  Seb will attend next week to discuss these issues. 
 

3.  New Business: 

• Alison agreed on the Committee’s behalf to sponsorship of an All Candidates Meeting in 
early May prior to the provincial election along with the Downtown Service Providers 
Group.  

• MP Murray Rankin attended our meeting. Highlights of his opening statement included: 
ü There is no ‘magic wand’ for change. We will need to stand up and fight hard. 
ü Bill C-400- private members bill on National Housing Strategy will be defeated. 

This government doesn’t believe in it; there is no political will for this kind of 
change. 

ü He was very impressed by the vigil on December 21st and the emphasis on people 
rather than statistics (thanks, Hannah!) 
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ü He and we can however, continue to advocate around and support Marie Claude 
Morin’s bill and table petitions (as circulated) within the House of Commons. 

ü The NDP will present a costed platform for housing/income in 2014, enough time 
to push at an election. If done now the government will just defeat it making the 
effort  a waste of time and energy. 

ü Final point- There is a huge need to organize around issues of poverty- housing, 
income and supports, much like Idle No More. Government attends to this kind of 
pressure. 

 
The Member’s responses to our questions: 

ü He strongly supports the need for affordable housing. He thinks a range of 
housing options are needed in our community, not just one. 

ü The issue of a Guaranteed Livable Income has been raised in the past, but is not 
currently on the NDP agenda. There are many issues in how to implement such a 
strategy if it were passed by government. Many challenges and roadblocks, such 
as the need for new policy, practice and plan for funding and negotiating the 
federal/provincial relationship in these matters exist. 

ü That it is time to ‘retie’ the strings between the federal and provincial 
governments around the Canada Social Transfer and dictate to provinces that 
certain amounts must be spent in particular ways and to specific levels such as for 
welfare and employment insurance. “If they (provinces) don’t want to do it, then 
they don’t get the money”.  

ü In response to a question around how Victoria is doing with homelessness, the 
Member was misinformed about the number of people who are or are not from 
Victoria and who are homeless.  

ü Further discussion around Victoria and homelessness resulted in the Member 
agreeing to check into Victoria’s allocation and generally,  how allocations are 
made in the Homelessness Partnering Strategy, pushing for more support for 
Victoria. 

ü The Member also supports Bill C-352 for increasing tax exemptions for building 
rental housing. 

ü Some criticism suggested that the NDP is doing an ‘Obama’ in trying to preserve 
the middle class. The Member disagreed on this point. 

ü He suggested that a radical stance is needed for real change in Canada, a National 
Action Plan similar to the New Deal passed in the U.S. after the Great 
Depression. This may be the only way to  really forward a large change in policy 
direction. 

ü Strongly supports a safe consumption site in Victoria. 
ü Does not support social profiling. 
ü  “Need real dollars to go to real people” for need. 
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ü One suggestion- that a Human Rights Watch type effort could be undertaken here 
to support issues with police. He advised that a class action that leads to a civil 
suit resulting in an award may provide money that could go straight to the people 
who need it. Participants informed him this was already occurring and the 
Member committed  to doing what he could to highlight and bring this effort 
forward to the community’s attention. 

                      Final comments:  

ü Three things are needed in Victoria (Canada) to address poverty and 
homelessness:  

1. Rebuilding community 
2. Respect 
3. Money 

 

4.  Pass the Hat- $20 
 
5.  Next meeting- Wednesday, February 27th 7pm, Silver Threads 


