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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2013 

Chair:  Diana S 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:   Ron, David Tat, David T, Susan, Kym, Heather, Sandra, Lynn, Joyanna, Shannon, 
Bruce, John, Tabitha, Leoni, Alison, Terrence 

Special Visitors: Phil and Sam Lyons  (Phil was one of the founding members of CTEHV and 
now lives in the Vancouver area) 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Code of Conduct- read aloud 

3.   News from the Street: 

• One member estimates that nearly 80 people have been evicted from View Towers. The 
atmosphere is very difficult there “ like the Gestapo”. One tenant’s unit was “invaded” by 
a staff person and all their possessions were searched illegally. There is a rumor and some 
fear that the Towers may be in the process of being readied to become condos. 

• There was a discussion of increasing development in downtown, razing buildings to erect 
condos and increasing density in the city core, but only housing for those who are well 
off- with power. “Fight back” is needed! 

• The story of Gwynn Rees in the paper- a currently homeless senior who has many 
challenges in being appropriately housed- was raised. A discussion of the state of seniors 
housing in Victoria ensued with calls for assistance for organizations such as the Legion, 
the Lions and Rotary Clubs to build housing. 

• There is an increased show of force of bike cops the last few days around Our Place and 
the Pandora/Quadra area. Why??? Sting and/or extra spring clean up? 

• PIVOT notes there is more harassment of people who are homeless in Vancouver. 
• One member related being stopped for ‘suspicious behavior’ while carrying a camera and 

taking pictures.  She felt harassed and wondered when carrying a camera became 
problem enough for police intervention? 

• There have been eight overdoses recently on Fentanyl that is circulating on the street. 
Folks are reminded to be careful. Though the drug is not new, it is very strong and can 
easily lead to overdose. One person lived only because she was familiar with the drug (a 
researcher) and knew how to handle the effects and had spotters with her. 
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• The story of the manure dump on people who were homeless and living in an area of 
Abbotsford was raised.. Received lots of media attention across the country. One member 
related that a similar spreading of manure in Beacon Hill Park occurs every year and no 
one says anything about that! 

• Police on motorbikes are increasingly pulling over middle class citizens for minor 
infractions. One member related being stopped and dealt with sharply by three female 
police officers for running “half a red light”.  Why is this happening? 
 

4.  Business arising from last meeting: 

• VIPIRG/GNAs- Alison will attend City Hall Thursday to keep the GNA issue front and 
center. She will also take copies of the film for Council members. Susan gave a summary 
of the GNA background and process to date. An email from Seb was circulated 
containing draft contents for a 10 point ‘Better Neighbours Agreement’.  Feel free to add 
your own thoughts and bring next week. 

• Seb will be asked to attend next week’s meeting to discuss the proposed ‘BNA’ and a 
related action 

• A second Gathering on the Green (including food and a speaker’s corner booth) is 
proposed for the weekend after Labour Day in September and a week before the  
Anarchist Book Fair, where the film will be shown and panel participation expected. The 
media should be invited; Judy Lavoie and Rob Wipond were suggested as possibilities. 
More discussion and planning next week. 
 

5. New Business/Announcements: 

• Andrew Weaver is rescheduled for July 10, 2013 meeting at Our Place. 
• Our Place community meeting- June 18th, 9am- An ally and a peer to attend. 
• GNA group meeting is July 9th 10am at St. John the Divine- Susan and David Tat will 

attend. 
• Leoni- is a volunteer at Our Place. She submitted a two page summary to the producers 

of “Intervention” to produce a TV show on the stories of people attending Our Place. The 
producers seemed interested however Our Place was not. Leoni will submit a five minute 
video of cameos. She made contact and will discuss issues/concerns/footage with Kym. 

6.   Pass the hat- $35.72. 

 
7.  Next meeting- Wednesday June 19th 7 pm at Silver Threads. 


