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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Meeting Minutes 

March 13, 2013 

Chair:  Susan 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:   kym, David Tat, Renee, Tony, David T, Hannah R, John G, Ron, Kevin, Brendan, Ed, 
Diana, Michael  

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their territory. 

2.  Code of Conduct- read aloud 

 3.  News from the Street: 

• View Towers- Reports of evictions, some with police presence, are increasing 
• A male sitting on the sidewalk near a restaurant was told by someone in restaurant to 

move along. Participant thought it was because of the way he was dressed and that he 
was carrying a backpack etc. 

• Our Place music group is getting together with the Downtown Story Collective Monday 
afternoons at Our Place. They are trying to put a book of poetry, art etc. 

• A participant was assaulted last Thursday morning, he believes by an undercover police 
officer. He thinks this assault may be related to speaking out on police budget issues. The 
assailant was a Caucasian male in his mid-20s wearing a yellow hoodie. 

4.  Business arising from last minutes: 

• May 1st event/action: pushed forward to next week due to lack of time. 
• THAW- Taking the Fall feature film is being released Saturday, March 23rd at a showing 

sponsored by the Poverty Law Club at UVIC.  The showing will be at 7pm in the Harry 
Hickman Building, Room 105.  Food will be served and honoraria offered to people with 
experience of homelessness who participate in the panel discussion after the meeting. 
Diana will make a can for donations and Heather and Renee will help poster for the 
event. 

5.  New Business/Announcements: 

• Speak Up dinner Thursday night at First Met at 6pm. 
• BCHMC announced rent supplements to support the Streets to Homes Program until 

2015. Unfortunately, these supplements are already allocated to people in the program 
and do not represent any ability for more people to become housed. 
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• A discussion took place around MSD’s responsibility to provide to provide shelter, food 
and basic supports. A couple of key points were made. For example, Rock Bay Landing 
represents MSD’s statutory response to providing shelter and basic supports, but you can 
only stay 30 days when to prove you need welfare you must first do a five week job 
search with no money. In Ontario, applicants can now receive an assistance cheque 
within 48 hours. This right was fought for by OCAP and others supporting an 
individual’s right to government assistance when needed.  Another point was that ‘intent 
to rent’ forms foster discrimination in that potential landlords know the applicant is on 
assistance, and may use that to deny them a place.  Unfortunately in income is not a 
prohibited ground for discrimination under Human Rights legislation.  These concerns 
need to be brought up and the policies that institute them questioned and challenged 
where necessary. Hannah suggested that these concerns be brought up at the Speak Up 
dinner and that the Committee write letter(s) as a next step if issues were not adequately 
addressed by MSD representatives. 
 

• Guest: MLA Joe Trasoloni, Housing Critic- 
Joe answered a number of questions from those present: 

ü Replying to a question of what next steps he would take to increase affordable 
housing the MLA noted that housing needs are a priority for him; that as 
government the NDP would roll out a comprehensive plan to develop housing. 
They are still “crunching the numbers” for that plan so there is nothing firm yet. 
He warned not to expect too much in the first year if they become government as 
they are limited to what they can do right away.  The MLA also said that it was 
important to address inequality and take a leading role in housing. 

ü A participant noted that people on income assistance don’t have enough to pay for 
housing, that they often can’t afford to eat in order to pay rent. The MLA said that 
“deep subsidies” are necessary as “the needs are overwhelming”. 

ü In response to a question about MSD and ‘rent direct’ programs, the MLA said he 
will look at the issue and asked the participant for his contact information so he 
could follow up with him. Further conversation suggested this was stigmatizing to 
people living in poverty and the need to decrease such stigmatizing 
policies/practices.  

ü A participant noted that in social housing he occupied in the past, 20% of income 
was the maximum he had paid. The MLA suggested that 30% of income was the 
maximum anyone should pay for social housing. 

ü In response to a question around supporting a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI), 
the MLA noted this was an “old concept” though some were taking it on. 
Conversation suggested that supporting a GLI could change the housing issue and 
make it less a concern. One participant noted that  $1500- $1600/month has been 
suggested as an appropriate base amount for a GLI in BC. The MLA said this was 
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not his area. He noted that the current government is touting a balanced budget 
when the reality is that there is a deficit, that the NDP would “have to tell the 
truth” about and that a “1B deficit restricts what can be done in the beginning to 
make change”. 

ü In response to a question about tax incentives to build housing the MLA thought 
that could be a good way to encourage investment.  He spoke of the current 
government’s plan to sell public land to show a revenue and then told a story 
about the leasing of municipal land when he was Mayor of Port Moody for the 
Crossroad Hospital that now provides a steady income to the municipality rather 
than a quick one-time gain from selling off of public land. 

ü In response to further discussion of poverty, the MLA suggested that government 
and society need “a change in direction” of their understanding of people living in 
poverty. Society must understand that poverty is not a choice and that 
“government must take a leading role” in modeling a more accurate and less 
blaming understanding of poverty. For example, he favors the development of 
mixed housing projects where people of various income levels live together. The 
MLA noted that NDP leader Adrian Dix “foregrounds decreasing the equality 
gap”. 

ü When responding to a question of why there couldn’t be immediate change in 
some of the concerns such as housing and income levels, the MLA said that the 
Liberals has closed many programs and services and that the “resources and 
infrastructure are not there to support the services the way he would like to do”.  
As well, the NDP is planning what they will do the first day, week, and month if 
they are elected government and we should look toward those announcements. 

ü In response to the need for “change to be fast” the MLA asked for a list of shovel-
ready projects in Victoria that he could address. It was suggested to him the 
Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness may have such a list and be able 
to help him. 

ü  A participant observed that there is a large ‘social deficit’ as well as a financial 
one and that a social deficit contributes enormously to the disintegrating lives of 
people living in poverty, particularly those experiencing homelessness.  The MLA 
acknowledged this deficit and the contribution increased housing would make to 
change this saying that “regardless of the [$] deficit, housing needs bold steps”.  
There is also he noted “a need to invest in human beings” and we can expect to 
see change faster than before with an NDP government.  

ü On parting the MLA said to a participant, “I’m not here for a good time, I’m here 
for results”. 

6.  Pass the Hat-  $20.25 
 
7.  Next meeting- Wednesday, March  20th,  7 pm at Silver Threads. 


