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The Committee to End Homelessness 

Minutes 

September 19, 2012 

 

Chair: Diana 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present: Heather, David Tat, Keith, Paul, Kym 

 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on their land. 

2.  Minutes – September 12, 2012- Approved 

3.  News from the Street- 

• Victoria police announced there is a predator preying on street women 
in Victoria. Announcement may be reflective of information shared about 
Nadine’s death. This is not news to women on the street.  A street woman 
reported being assaulted on a boat. 

• Police are still investigating Tammy’s death. Folks are finding this 
difficult as they are being asked a lot of questions and find it very 
upsetting and potentially retraumatizing.  Police have been stating foul 
play due to “something” in her drink. It seems that many old street 
friends of hers had a common understanding that Tami was one to “try 
things” so, they await with anticipation and anxiety any coroner’s report 
to see if there is any other evidence that foul play happened other than 
what was in her drink.  Many grieve this process. 

• There is currently very little heroin on the street-  although crack 
with a high percentage of hog dewormer (75% street states) seems more 
readily available, as does crystal meth and the GHV or GHB drug as 
well.  News reported a drug bust of many of these items when they 
intercepted a car, which held a man, passed out at the wheel who was 
holding these items in his car for redistribution purposes. 

• People are becoming sick more quickly and can potentially die from this 
bad crack. Folks are currently seeking ways to reduce harm by cooking out 
the dewormer.  AVI may be of assistance with finding out about this? 
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•  Individuals are also having their bags searched more frequently by bike 
and walking patrols. 

• There is a new website dedicated to removal of current police chief. 
•  Also a new site “I got your back” to help community members witness and 

support each other in encounters with police, other security and public 
incidents with society at large. Several grassroots community support coalitions seem 
to be forming around this. 

•  Reports are still coming in of Our Place staff being disrespected by 
police not following policy re: being accompanied on premises. 

4.  Trudy- Research project- 

• There was an initial discussion of Trudy’s dissertation and her desire to work with the 
Committee to do this. There were several questions and discussion around the project 
and what it entails. More discussion next week. 

 

5. THAW- 

• Chapter 3 – Kym’s story, rough cut complete. It is about 35 minutes long. 
• Chapter 2 - almost complete. 
• Chapter 1 is done. 
• Kym is planning completion of entire project by the end of this month, then 

publicizing and sending to film festivals with help from Susan and Trudy. 

6.  Coalition AGM report- 

• The lunch was good. The presentations seemed geared to the business people and of 
little relevance to someone with experience of homelessness or what is going on in 
the lives of people. Though there are some new units of housing little attention was 
paid to the numbers of affordable units lost over the last year. One attendee felt cut 
off from the proceedings and ability to ask questions. 

7.  Street Meeting-  

• The Coalition is sponsoring a dinner and feedback session on the report on Housing 
and Supports at the Downtown Community Activity Center this Friday, September 
21st at 5:45pm. 

8. Next meeting- Wednesday, September 26th  1:30pm at Our Place. 

       


