
COMMITTEE TO END HOMELESSNESS VICTORIA

MINUTES of meeting SEPT. 3, 2014 at Cool Aid

PRESENT:  Launa (in chair) Kym, Joanna, Riga, Susan, Bernice, Trudy, 
Randy, Diana, David Tat, Renee and Alison.

1/  Welcome. Thanks to the Lekwungen people for allowing us to meet of 
their territory.  Minutes of August 20 read. Agenda with additions.

2/ NEWZ FROM THE STREET:
a/ KYM reported that a small condo or "passive house" is being built on 
Queen at Quadra. He will bring further details.
b/ KYM reported a continual protest was held outside the meeting of Police 
Chiefs.  Donna Amber was there every day, and later at the Leg. with signs.  
A short argument between security and protesters was solved peacefully.
c/ BERNICE reported on the Saturday night vigil for Tina Fontaine, the 15-
year-old girl found murdered.  A large number of participants, good First 
Nations speakers and a welcome from Ron Sam of the Esquimalt Nation.  
Sarah Petrescu gave a good "heads up" in that morning's T/C.
d/ ALISON pointed out that Mayor Dean Fortin was quoted in the Sunday's 
T/C  saying the number of homeless had shrunk to only 350.
Several members noted such figures can be very misleading because 
"head counts" operate on many different criteria for homelessness.(The 
CBC/'s Gregor Craigie called Alison after trying to get more "real" figures 
out of the Coalition.  He was told to wait until the AGM.)  

3/ MEETING ABOUT INTERACTION  BETWEEN POLICE AND PEOPLE 
to be held TUESDAY SEPT. 9 at 5.30 in the First United
Church on Quadra. Organized in a hurry by Mark Willson and 
colleagues. ALISON to talk to Mark about our concern that our committee 
was not consulted or invited until Sept 3. We will be there.

4/  MEETING PLACE.
BERNICE expressed concern about  our new meeting place for the 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays of the month.  She will talk again to Sands Memorial 



Chapel.  ALISON to try Murray Rankin's office.(Apparently the only meeting 
room holds no more than 4 people)   Other ideas welcome. (We pay Cool 
Aid $15 a month rent but no lease).  

5/ COALITION MEETING SEPT 16. BERNICE reported there are four 
spots for our committee.  Kym, Bernice and David Tat are going. She will 
inform members if there is room for others.   Flora Pagan, the new Social 
Inclusion person, had talked about a bus.

6/ CIVIC  ELECTIONS AND POLLING STATION AT OUR PLACE. 
BERNICE reported that Don Evans is having trouble convincing Robert 
Woodland, the election boss, that there should be  a polling statikon for the 
civic elections in November.  At this year's elections, 177 people voted at 
Our Place, BUT apparently there is not enough parking space!  

7/  LEGISLATURE RETURNS OCT. 6.  Agreed that we should mount a 
protest, including cardboard houses and many signs. We need to find out 
who else will be protesting. ALISON to call Ben Isitt.

8/ BOSA's development of the St. Andrews church school property.
DIANA reported about 60 local people protested on Pandora on 
Wednesday.  Members are encouraged to speak at the Sept. 11th City Hall 
hearings. (register beforehand if you don't want to wait till 10.30!)

9/  HARPER'S ATTACK ON CHARITIES THAT ADVOCATE.
ALISON reported that Canada Without Poverty's funding has been
chopped by over 75% because Canada Revenue says "preventing poverty 
is NOT a legitimate charitable goal!" 

10/ NEXT MEETING SEPT 10, 1.30 pm in OUR PLACE. Guests:
FLORA PAGAN, Social Inclusion co-ordinator for the COALITION and 
TRACY THOMPSON,  leader of the 713 mental health outreach team.

11/PASS THE HAT raised $16.85.  David Tat will be preparing a treasurer's 
statement within the next few weeks.
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