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The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria 

Street Meet- Those who are now or have been homeless, Experiential 
Group of CTEHV 

November 14, 2012 

Chair: Kym 

Minutes: Trudy 

Present:  Rhonda, Sarah, Bernard, Tabitha, Rory, Silly, Adam, Rob, Kelsey, another man. 

 

1. Thanks to Lkwungen people for allowing us to meet on hereditary territories and lands. 

2.  Introductions- Each person gave a first name and said a little about themselves if they wished. 

3. Kym explained the planned process of the meeting- An opportunity for those who are 
unhoused or who have experienced homelessness to meet as part of the CTEHV without the 
presence of housed members in an effort to have a more level playing field in terms of power 
dynamics and foster self empowerment. Kym also asked permission for one housed person, 
Trudy, to stay and take minutes of the meeting. This assent was given by those present. 

4.  A lively discussion ensued with individuals telling their stories or adding information to the 
conversation as he or she wished. A number of issues and concerns were raised by the group. 
These included: 

• The need to have a place and space to meet and share with others, to talk and grieve. 
• There are many problems in sharing shelter- i.e. an apartment or room. Many must share 

in order to be housed as housing is so expensive, they can’t afford it alone. 
• It seems that though helpers want individuals to be clean and sober and send them to 

detox or treatment, it seems you must be ill- have mental health or be using drugs or 
drinking to actually get housing. What is that? 

• Streets to Homes program now on a point system- must have a certain number of points 
to move in. 

• Housing programs differ- some are under the Residential Tenancy Act and some are not. 
There seem to be many rules around having visitors and even taking food to one’s unit. Is 
this OK?  

• One man shared his personal success story as a mental health consumer 
• There is much overuse of authority by agency staff in some cases, but especially by 

security guards and police. People followed and jacked up for no apparent reason. People 
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are watched and followed, with security guards and police taking pictures. What happens 
to these images, how are they used? Do we not own our images, wherever they are? 

• People should monitor police- take videos with cell phones for example, of what happens 
to them. 

• Affidavit program important- people need to be able to say anonymously what has 
happened to them with police. 

• There is a lot of stigmatization of the ‘homeless’ and criminalization of illicit drug and 
cannabis users as well as those who use alcohol.  Many think you must be a drug addict 
or if aboriginal, a drunk. Pursued and questioned because of what you look like, 
stereotyping and judgmental. People who appear ‘homeless’ treated like criminals. 

• Victoria is a bad place to be homeless, people treated poorly, much worse than other 
cities in Canada. 

• Important to be able to have pets in housing, animals are important companions to people 
who have been homeless and they need to be able to bring them when they move into 
housing. 

5.  CTEHV meeting times for Experiential Group- There was a beginning discussion of 
changing some Committee meeting times for example to 10-11:30 am, to have more people 
with experience of homelessness attend meetings at Our Place. Folks could stay and have 
lunch after the meeting finishes. This will be discussed more at next meeting. 

6.   Next general meeting- Wednesday, November 28th, 1:30pm at Our Place. 

 


